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Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?    
 

CORLHS offers four dual-
credit classes in which stu-
dents can receive college 
credit through Kaskaskia 
College.  Those classes are 
Psychology, Sociology, West-
ern Civilizations, and College 
Algebra.  More dual-credit 
classes will be added in the 
near future.  
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“God cannot give us a 
happiness and peace 
apart from Himself, be-
cause it is not there. 
There is no such thing.”  
 - C. S. Lewis  

 
The mission of Christ Our 
Rock is to teach and equip 
the youth of our community 

to grow spiritually and       
intellectually in a Christ-
centered environment as    
ordained by our Lord’s 

Great Commission. 

Christ Our Rock Christ Our Rock   
Lutheran High School 

 

Where Faith and Knowledge Grow CCCourierourierourier   
 Christ Our Rock Lutheran High 
School has received a $100,000 grant 
from the Clara & Spencer Werner Foun-
dation of Paris, Illinois.  The grant is to 
pay for and further equip the CORLHS 
science lab. 
 Clara and Spencer Werner estab-
lished their foundation in 1953 to serve 
and support Lutheran ministries.  Since 
its conception, the foundation has made 
philanthropic gifts to over 50 Lutheran 
institutions, including congregations, 
schools, seminaries, and agencies, giving 
priority to those that are located in Illi-
nois, although they have supported minis-
tries across the Midwest and beyond. 
 The first application that 
CORLHS submitted to the Werner Foun-
dation in May, 2007 was denied. The 
Werner Foundation receives requests far 
in excess of available funds, so they are 
not able to award grants to all of those 
who apply.  However, CORLHS was en-
couraged to resubmit the application in 
2008, which the foundation accepted and 
is now funding.   
 The approximately 1000 square 
foot science lab that was constructed as 
part of the CORLHS initial building had 

a general construction cost of almost 
$75,000, so that amount of this grant will 
be used to reduce the mortgage presently 
carried by the school.  The other $25,000 
is designated to purchase additional lab 
equipment and storage cabinets. 
 Lab equipment to be purchased 
by CORLHS through this grant includes 
microscopes, anatomical models, com-
puter technology and software, balances, 
incubators, glassware and much more.  
New CORLHS science teacher, Mr. Ben 
Kasten, will reap the benefits of this grant 
as he begins to further develop the sci-
ence curriculum.  Presently, CORLHS 
offers biology, chemistry, physics, and 
anatomy & physiology.  The new horti-
culture class, part of the agricultural cur-
riculum, will also make extensive use of 
the lab.    
 Executive Director and Principal 
Curtis Wudtke explained that reducing 
the mortgage principle by $75,000 will 
save the school almost twice that amount 
in reduced interest over the term of the 
mortgage.  “We are extremely thankful to 
the Clara and Spence Werner Foundation 
for this wonderful gift!” states Wudtke. 

CORLHS Receives $100,000 Grant 

 “What’s next for Christ Our Rock?” is a question 
that I am asked from time to time.  God has blessed us in 
so many ways and so much has been accomplished over 
the last four years, so where do we go from here?  I have 
numerous thoughts and can answer that question in many 
ways, but as I seek God’s guidance to formulate a vision 
for the future of CORLHS, I know that it is incredibly 
important to find out what you think about CORLHS and 
your ideas for the future of our school..   
 That is why the first step of the long-range plan-
ning process that the Association Board of Directors has 

entered is gathering feedback.  Over the next two to three 
months, the leadership of CORLHS will be seeking feed-
back from numerous different groups and individuals.  
There will be numerous opportunities for you to share 
your opinion on the mission and philosophy of CORLHS 
as well as the progress that has been made and the direc-
tion that CORLHS should take as we look to our future.  
So please, take those opportunities to help make 
CORLHS a better place, and thank you for helping us to 
accomplish that which God has called us to do. 
 - Curtis Wudtke, Executive Director & Principal    

Long-Range Planning Process Begins 
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 On Tuesday, June 12, five CORLHS 
students, along with Ag teacher and FFA advi-
sor Mrs. Jenn Heinzmann, traveled to Spring-
field, Illinois for their first FFA Convention.  
During their trip, students had the opportunity 
to learn about Supervised Agricultural Experi-
ences and Proficiency Awards.   
 SAE’s are intracurricular components 
of Agricultural Education that provide a method 
for students to receive real-world experience 
outside of class time.  The Agricultural Profi-
ciency Award program is designed to recognize 
members who have outstanding SAE records.  
The CORLHS students also had the benefit of 
making contacts with various colleges, industry 
leaders, and potential agriculture employers.  
Several excellent motivational speakers were 
also part of the State FFA Convention.   
 The CORLHS students that attended 
were Emily Droste, Brett Hanenberger, Trina 
Hermsmeyer, Leah Lentini, and Lauren 
Whipple. 

FFA Trip 
 The Campus Maintenance Committee of CORLHS held its 
first meeting in June, but has made a big impact in a short period of 
time.  This group of volunteers has been discussing topics concern-
ing the campus, has made recommendations to the Association 
Board of Directors, and has even completed a number of projects. 

 The CMC has helped deal with drainage and erosion issues 
behind the school building, completed minor projects around the 
campus, helped secure bids for installing the backstop for the base-
ball diamond and for resurfacing the parking lot, and much more.  
Other projects on the list include building a wall above the bleachers 
in the gym to make them more comfortable and to keep the insula-
tion from being punctured.   

 We thank the volunteers for serving on the CMC as we  
appreciate their willingness to give time and energy to improve the 
CORLHS campus! 

CMC Helps Improve Campus 

Sports News 
 The soccer program got a big 
boost recently with a great gift.  Dr. Matt 
Junidi, the president of the medical staff 
of St. Mary’s / Good Samaritan in Cen-
tralia, donated $500, while the rest of the 
medical staff donated $1,000. The hospi-
tal’s matching gift program added another 
$1,000.  The $2,500 went to assist with 
the purchasing of soccer goals, nets, 
benches and other equipment needed to 
complete the new soccer field on the 
southeast corner of the CORLHS campus.    
 The volleyball program is getting 
ready for another season with some open 
gym sessions.  Practices officially begin 
on August 18. 
 Progress is being made on the 
baseball diamond at CORLHS.  Backstop 
and fencing will be installed this fall with 
the construction of the 
dugouts forthcoming.  
The diamond will be 
available for the baseball 
team to use for practice 
and games in Spring, 
2009. 

You are invited to the 5th annual  

Christ Our Rock  
Lutheran  

High School 

This benefit golf scramble 
will take place at  

Greenview Golf ClubGreenview Golf ClubGreenview Golf ClubGreenview Golf Club on  
Sunday, Sept. 14Sunday, Sept. 14Sunday, Sept. 14Sunday, Sept. 14, with a 

shotgun start at 1:00 p.m.   
Dinner (provided by 

Wargo’s Restaurant) will 
follow the round of golf. 

 
The cost including 18 holes of 
golf, cart, and dinner is $70 per 
player or $275 per foursome. 

 

Cash prizes will be awarded to 
the first, second, third, and 16th 
place teams.  Other competi-
tions include longest drive, 
closest to the pin, longest putt, 
and a putting contest.  Every 
golfer will receive a “goodie 
cup” and numerous door prizes 
will be given. 
 

For more information, or to 
place reservations (which are 
limited to the first 128 golfers) 
please call 618-226-3315. 

Brought to in part by our event    
sponsors: Plocher Construction, 

Thrivent agents Ken Smith & Wally 
Strueter, Country Financial manager 
Tom Guebert, and The Maschhoffs. 
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