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Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?Did You Know?    
 

CORLHS is entering the 5th 
year of a Five-Year Strate-
gic Plan that was developed 
in the late 2003 and early 
2004.  CORLHS has already 
accomplished almost every 
goal on this Five-Year Plan.  
The Association Board of 
Directors has just begun a 
new long-range planning 
process which should be 
completed by early 2009. 
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“May the values you 
learned here always 
guide your course. May 
you always make the 
right choices. And may 
you always look in the 
mirror, and be proud of 
what you see.” 

- President George W. 
Bush to the 2008 gradu-
ates of Furman University 

 
 
 

 
The mission of Christ Our 
Rock is to teach and equip 
the youth of our community 

to grow spiritually and       
intellectually in a Christ-
centered environment as    
ordained by our Lord’s 

Great Commission. 

Christ Our Rock Christ Our Rock   
Lutheran High School 

 

Where Faith and Knowledge Grow CCCourierourierourier   
 On May 23, friends and family of 
the Christ Our Rock Lutheran High 
School Class of 2008 gathered in the gym 
to celebrate.  The Board of Directors, fac-
ulty and staff, and fellow classmates 
joined in to congratulate the eight seniors.   
 This, the second graduating class 
of CORLHS, was a special class as it 
contained six students who were part of 
the original nine that started when the 
new school opened it’s doors in August, 
2004.  These were the first students who 
attended CORLHS for four full years.   
 The class of 2008 also contained 
two foreign exchange students, the first 
ever at Christ Our Rock. 
 About an hour before the 7:00 
p.m. service, the graduates and families 
started to gather.  Pictures were taken and 
final preparations were made.  The ser-
vice began promptly at 7:00 with the 
singing of “Lift High The Cross.”   
 Pastor Mark Girardin of Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Centralia, was selected 
by the students to be the speaker for this 
special service.  After Pastor’s message, 
salutatorian Amber Brink spoke to the 
class.  A video presentation followed that 
contained numerous individual and group 
pictures of the graduates.   
 Katherine Bolin represented the 
class as they thanked numerous people 
for their support throughout their high 
school years.  The graduates each gave a 
rose to their parents as an expression of 
thanks.  Valedictorian Reed Lape then 
shared his message with his classmates. 
 Finally it was time for the award-
ing of diplomas.  Each student was called 
forward and stood on the stage while 
Principal Curtis Wudtke shared informa-
tion about that student and read the Bible 
verse that he or she selected as his or her 

personal graduation verse.  Then the stu-
dent walked across the stage and received 
their diploma from Mr. Dave Klein, 
President of the Association Board of 
Directors.  The student’s parents were 
waiting for them next to the stage and 
greeted their son or daughter with a hug 
and moved their tassel, signifying that 
they were officially a high school gradu-
ate.   
 After each student had received 
their diploma, Mr. Wudtke presented the 
class to the audience and they tossed their 
caps.  After the prayer for the graduates, 
the Class of 2008 recessed while every-
one sang “Shout to the Lord.”   

Sarah Allen 
Katherine Bolin 
Amber Brink 
Trevor Holm 
Jared Klein 
Reed Lape 

May Liu 
Khoa Nguyen 

Graduation 2008 

Class 
of 2008!  
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The CORLHS Student Council has used the funds 
from the Rock-a-thon that was held in May to pur-
chase five new computers for the 
school.  Some of these computers will 
go into the classrooms while  others 
will be added to the computer lab in 
the media center.  Thanks Student 
Council and all who sponsored the 
students for the Rock-a-thon! 
 

CORLHS has purchased new school and development 
software called RenWeb.  The staff is working through 
the transition this summer.  The new software will give 
parents access to more information and will increase 
the communication between the school and home.  
You will be hearing more about this new software in 
the coming months.  
 

As of mid-June, CORLHS had 21 freshmen enrolled 
and a total of 62 students.  The maximum number of 
possible freshmen is 24 and the school hopes to have 
an enrollment of at least 65 by the time school begins 
on August 18. 

Updates & Announcements 

Adding Agricultural Education   
 Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School has   
become the first non-public high school in the state of 
Illinois to have an agricultural education program.  The 
CORLHS Board of Directors elected in April to add the 
agricultural program which will include numerous ag 
classes and FFA.  Christ Our Rock received notification 
in late May from the Illinois State Board of Education 
that the proposed program met all of the requirements to 
be an approved agricultural education program in Illi-
nois.  The school has also requested to charter an FFA 
chapter, which they are qualified to do, but have not  
received notification on the charter yet. 
 Mrs. Jennifer Heinzmann, a certified agricultural 
instructor, has been employed by the high school to 
teach the ag classes which will include Introduction to 
the Agricultural Industry and Horticultural Science for 
the first year.  Basic Agricultural Science and Agricul-
tural Business Management will be added the second 
year with other classes to follow.  The focus of the cur-
riculum will be on the science, business, and leadership 
aspects of agriculture with emphasis on technology. 
 As a non-public school, Christ Our Rock will not 
receive the direct state funding that public schools      
receive to support their agricultural programs.  The lead-
ership of Christ Our Rock is presently working with nu-
merous area agricultural businesses and individuals in 
the agricultural field to secure the funding needed to 

launch the program. 
 The school states three 
reasons for launching this    
program: 
1) CORLHS serves an area in 

which agricultural indus-
tries are large employers and crucial to the economy. 

2) Many families and students desire to acquire the 
knowledge and skills that agricultural education and 
FFA provide. 

3) Agricultural education in Illinois and FFA are excel-
lent programs and provide valuable experiences to a 
wide variety of students. 

 Christ Our Rock serves families from a large 
geographic area.  Numerous students that the school 
serves come from farm families while others’ parents are 
employed by agricultural related businesses.  Principal 
Curtis Wudtke states, “We feel that adding this program 
is definitely filling a need that exists among families who 
have students already enrolled at Christ Our Rock and 
those who want the educational experiences that our 
school offers but also want agricultural education and 
FFA experiences.” 
 Although many details have already been final-
ized, the school personnel will continue to develop the 
program through the summer months so that it is ready 
for the beginning of the 2008-2009 school year. 

The Silver Stallions soccer team has been 
preparing for their second season.  Coach 
Wudtke is holding “open field” sessions on 
Wednesday mornings.  The school is also 
installing a soccer field on the southeast 
section of their campus.  Goals and benches 
have been ordered.  The team will use this 
facility for practices and home games. 
 

The Silver Stallions volleyball and basketball teams are hosting 
numerous “open gym” sessions during the summer to continue 
advancing their programs.   
 

CORLHS hopes to complete the baseball field on their campus 
this fall.  Bids and information is currently being gathered so 
that the field can be constructed and ready for next spring. 

Sports News 


