
 In a Spring packed full of special events at Christ 
Our Rock, none was more special than the building dedi-
cation celebration held on April 22.  More than 500 people 
filled the new gym to celebrate the completion of the 
24,600 square foot building that will serve as the home for 
CORLHS for generations to come.  The building dedica-

tion came just nine months after the initial groundbreaking 
that was held on July 9, 2006.            Continued on page 3. 
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 It was an awesome celebra-
tion: the first graduates of Christ Our 
Rock Lutheran High School received 
their diplomas during a special ser-
vice on May 25 as approximately 150 
people gathered to honor the gradu-
ates’ achievements and praise God for 
His blessings.  Immediately, it was 
apparent that this was not a typical 
high school graduation as the gradu-
ates, faculty and board of directors 
walked in while singing “Christ Is Our Rock and  
Cornerstone.”   
 The service was led by Rev. Hans Trinklein who 
served as the officiant and Rev. Mitch Schuesler who gave 
the graduation address.  Many special moments emerged 
as special attention was given to each of the three gradu-
ates.  The three graduates have selected universities at 
which they will continue their education  Congratulations 
to the Christ Our Rock Class of 2007 and God’s blessings 
as you serve and honor Him!    
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Above Left: The first graduates of 
Christ Our Rock (L to R): Deane 
Buckingham, Jessica Bell, Paul 
Mueller. 
 

Above: Paul Mueller, the first stu-
dent enrolled at CORLHS receives 
congratulations from Principal 
Curtis Wudtke.  Paul was also the 
Salutatorian. 
 

Left: Valedictorian Deane Buck-
ingham gives his address. 

A view of the exterior of the new building.      Principal Wudtke directs the mass choir and brass ensemble. 
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 The Third Annual Awards Night, held on May 15,  
was the largest in CORLHS history in terms of awards 
given, students recognized, and people in attendance.  The 
evening is focused on recognizing the academic achieve-
ments of the CORLHS students, but also recognizes their 
achievements in extra-curricular activities and athletics.  
After an opening devotion, the evening got underway with 
the awarding of numerous department awards.  Special 
Discipleship Awards were given to the students who were 
elected by their peers.  They included freshman Ben     
Adams, sophomore Jeff Augustine, junior Trevor Holm 
and senior Jessica Bell. 
 Various awards were given to the seniors, includ-
ing the Sunrise Award (sponsored by the Centralia Sunrise   
Rotary Club) given to Paul Mueller, and the Eagle Award 
(sponsored by Irvin Funeral Home) given to Jessica Bell.  
Deane Buckingham received the Sons of the American 
Revolution Award.   

 Three prestigious awards were given at the end of 
the event.  These are annual awards that are sponsored by 
CORLHS.  The recipients were: 

·  Stallion Spirit Award: Zach Hahn 
·  Student-of-the-Year: Amber Brink 
·  Exemplum de Christus Award: Reed Lape 
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 The annual “Evening At CORLHS” 
was held on May 4 in the gymnasium.  The 
evening included the annual drama presen-
tation, an HSM performance, and numerous 
curriculum displays. Directed by Steve and 
Marge Kasten, the drama presentation       
included hysterical skits excellently               
performed by CORLHS students.  

Above: The outstanding students for each class were (L to R) 
freshman Nathan Schefelker, sophomore Lauren Whipple, junior 
Reed Lape, and senior Jessica Bell. 
 

Below: Zach Hahn receives the Stallion Spirit Award and Amber 
Brink is named the Student-of-the-Year. 

Left: Katherine Bolin 
(far left) and Reed 
Lape (far right)    
received the athletic 
honor awards while 
Amber Edler and 
Jared Klein were 
chosen as the ath-
letes-of-the-year. 

Our first ever National Honor Society induction was held at Christ Our 
Rock on April 11.  It was the first school event to be held in the new 
building.  The induction represented the fulfillment of the charter of this 
prestigious organization.  Students in NHS display character, scholar-
ship, leadership and service, the four pillars of the society. 

L to R: Dr. James Underwood (guest speaker for the induction) inductees Sarah 
Allen, Katherine Bolin, Jared Klein, Amber Brink, Reed Lape, and advisor Mr. 
Wil Pennington. 

Danny Finley (left) plays a hard working but 
blunt jani-
tor while 
Jared Klein 
is a bunny 
hugging, 
pacifier 
sucking 
football 
player.  



 The afternoon service was full of 
wonderful special music, including a perform-
ance by a combined Lutheran Elementary 
School band and the CORLHS music combo, 
HSM.  All of the pastors from the Christ Our 
Rock Association Congregations participated 
in the service and the message was shared by 
Rev. Martin Schultz from St. Paul Lutheran 
Church in Wood River, IL. 
 Following the service, special thanks 
were given to Hurford Architects, Plocher 
Construction, and the building committee 
(Ken Maschhoff, Jerry Rakers, Craig Boehne, 
Tom Kasten, Dave Klein and Curtis Wudtke).  
An open house followed as people toured the 
building and enjoyed refreshments. 
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� Tuesday, April 10 was the first day that classes 
were held at the new CORLHS campus.  The day began 
with the students gathering in the commons at 8:00 a.m. 
for their normal devotions and announcements.  A break 
was taken from class at 10:00 a.m. when the students, 
along with numerous guests from the Centralia Area 
Chamber of Commerce and CORLHS building committee 
members and supporters, gathered in front of the building 
for the Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.  It was a brisk morning, 
but a great way to celebrate the opening of the building. 
 The American Legion George M. Nelms Post 

#0446 and Auxiliary and various Centralia veteran organi-
zations donated numerous American flags to CORLHS.   
They also helped dedicate and present these flags in a spe-
cial ceremony on April 21 that saw the U. S. flag being 
raised on the pole in front of the new building for the first 
time.  We thank these veterans for their service and their 
support of Christ Our Rock.   
 Approximately 150 middle school students from 
the area Lutheran elementary schools gathered on May 3 
for an afternoon of music, tours of the new building, 
drama presentations, and more. 

HSM provides  pre-
service music  as 
other CORLHS 
students involved  
in the festivities 
prepare for the 
service to begin. 
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(a portion of which goes to support CORLHS) 
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Guests sign the register as 
they arrive for the service 
while the pastors prepare 
for the processional. 



  

Visit www.christourrocklhs.org to learn more 
about Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School. 

 

Phone: (618) 226-3315 
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 The third annual Sterling Evening 
Dinner and Auction was a huge success as it 
raised over $28,000 to support the operation 
of CORLHS.  About 320 gathered at the KC 
Hall in Carlyle on April 14 for this special 
night.  The event was again catered by Jeff 
Taylor and the Carlyle IGA as people partici-
pated in bidding on over 300 items which 
were split between a silent and live auction.  
Thanks to all of the individuals who helped 
to make this event a great success!   

Left: Auctioneer Bill Windler gets ready to go.  Center: A bid goes up on the live 
auction.  Right: Attendees view one of the six sections of silent auction items. 


