
 The annual awards night is the premier opportunity for Christ Our Rock 
Lutheran High School to acknowledge and commend the academic accomplish-

ments of the students.  The evening includes 
the distribution of various awards, but always 
concludes with the awarding of the three most 
prestigious awards: Student-of-the-year, Silver 
Stallions Spirit Award, and the Exemplum de 
Christus Award. 
 The Silver Stallion Spirit Award was 
given to both Mitch Gross and May-Juen Liu 
(pictured at left) as they were recognized for 
their outstanding school spirit.   
 The Student-of-the-Year award goes 
to the student who has achieved the highest level of academic success.  A number 
of students have earned a perfect 4.0 grade point average this year, so the faculty 
selected Carson Fuehne as the Student-of-the-Year.         (Continued on page 7) 
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 On May 23, the CORLHS family 
celebrated its second graduation.  The Class 
of 2008 contained six students who were 
part of the original group that began at 
Christ Our Rock in August, 2004.  These 
pioneering individuals were the first to     
attend CORLHS for a full four years.  The 
class also contained the first ever foreign 
exchange students at CORLHS. 
 All eight of these graduates will be 
attending college in the fall, all seeking a 
bachelor’s degree.  These graduates earned 
a total of $288,000 in scholarships for the 
colleges to which they were accepted - an 
awesome feat for such a small group. 
 CORLHS thanks these students for 
their hard work and dedication.  We are 
proud of their accomplishments and pray for 
them as they begin the next chapter in their 
lives.  Congratulations! 

Annual Awards Night 

Mr. Wudtke gives the Student-of-
the-year Award to sophomore    

Carson Fuehne. 

The Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School Class of 2008 - Back row (L to R): 
Jared Klein, Reed Lape, Trevor Holm, May Liu.  Front row: Katherine Bolin, 
Sarah Allen, Khoa Nguyen, Amber Brink. 
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Congratulations to Trevor Holm who was named a 2008 
Illinois State Scholar , the first for Christ Our Rock      
Lutheran High School.  This prestigious award is given 
annually by the Illinois Student Assistance Commission.  
Selection is based on ACT and/or SAT test score results 
and/or students’ individual class rank at the end of the 
junior year of high school.   
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 The Community Arts Building of the Centralia Cultural 
Society was packed on May 3 as almost 200 people gathered to 
experience the CORLHS annual spring drama production.  This 
year’s play, “You, the Jury,” was directed by Mr. Steve Kasten 
and was a courtroom drama set in the 1950’s.  The actors did a 
fantastic job presenting the case as the audience, who also served 
as the jury, watched the details unfold.   
 This was the first year that the Mighty Rock Players, the 
CORLHS drama club, performed a full-length, three-act play.  
The costumes, hair and make-up were fantastic and the Centralia 
Cultural Society’s auditorium made a great venue.  

Top right (L to R): Lauren Whipple, Leah Lentini, and Amber Edler 
stand behind the defense table as “prosecutor” Jared Klein interacts 
with them. 
 

Bottom right (L to R): Amber Brink and 
Austin Beals observe “defense attorney” 
Lauren Whipple as she questions 
“detective” Daniel Mueller.   
 

Left: “Witness” Danny Finley shares his 
story with the court. 
 

Participants not pictured: Trina Herms-
meyer, Emily Droste, Jessica Snyder, Brett 
Hanenberger, Shannon Leathers. 

Team photo - Back row (L to R): Coach Wil Pennington, Khoa Nguyen, Danny Finley, Reed Lape, 
Trevor Holm, Austin Beals, Nathan Schefelker, Daniel Mueller, Mitch Gross.  Middle row: Car-
son Fuehne, Ashley Teel, Amber Edler, Trina Hermsmeyer, Emily Droste, Brett Hanenberger, 
Zach Hahn, Jared Klein.  Front row: Molly Wilson, Kortney Price, May Liu, Ashley Pratt, Beth 
Watkins, Lauren Whipple, Jamie Klein and Shannon Leathers. 
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 Twenty-four of the 49 
CORLHS students participated 
in scholastic bowl this year.  It’s 
incredible that almost half the 
student body competed in this 
program.  The varsity team 
completed the regular season 
with a  record of 12-4.  They 
placed second in the IHSA     
regional competition, a compe-
tition in which they competed 
for the first time this year.  
They also placed third in the 
Kaskaskia College Scholar 
Bowl Tournament. 
   The JV team was 
separated into two squads, but 
ended the season with an im-
pressive 10-6 record.  Congratu-
lations to the scholastic bowl on 
their success.  
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The following quotes are from two parents who have 
daughters that just graduated from 8th grade at Trin-
ity Lutheran School, Centralia, and have enrolled at 
CORLHS for next school year.  
 
"Of all the benefits that CORLHS offers, at the top of 
our list is the fact that our daughter will be receiving 
four years of Christian theology. We have home    
Bible study, but I am thrilled about the depth in Bibli-
cal teaching and Lutheran confession that she will 
receive at CORLHS." 
   - Mr. Chad Knolhoff 
 

“Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School is an excel-
lent asset to our community.  It allows parents a 
choice.  Many of us have children that we do not feel 
would excel in a public school environment for one 
reason or another.  The smaller school structure, the 
Christian environment, and the concern and caring 
attitude portrayed by the staff at Christ Our Rock  
allow the parents to feel their child is safer and more 
secure.  There are so many ways our children, that 
we love so dearly, can "go astray".  If we can help 
prevent that from happening, I think it's the right thing 
to do.” 
   - Mrs. Pam Chaney 

 At CORLHS, first semester 
exams are held right before Christ-
mas break.  It can be a stressful 
week as students prepare for and 
take those important tests.  Two 
experiences at the conclusion of 
those exams are quickly becoming 
great traditions at CORLHS.   
 The Christmas chapel is 
held right after the final exam has 
been completed.  Principal Curtis 
Wudtke has lead this service for the 
last four years.  This year he talked 
about the symbolism of the Christ-
mas tree and dressed up three      
student volunteers as a “human 
Christmas Tree” to assist in making 
his point that everything about 
Christmas should point to Christ.     
 The Christmas lunch is provided by the COR Family Club and takes place  
immediately following the Christmas chapel.  This year’s lunch included sandwiches, 
punch, and some great Christmas cookies.   
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Jessica Snyder (right) leads Beth 
Watkins and other students 
through the line for the Christmas 
lunch. 

Mr. Wudtke places garland around (L to R) Trevor 
Holm, Lauren Whipple and Mitch Gross (holding an 
ornament) during the Christmas chapel. 
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Worldwide Youth in Science and Engineering 
sponsors an annual national academic challenge 
in which CORLHS students participated for the 
first time this year at Kaskaskia College on Feb-
ruary 6.  The CORLHS team competed against 
other local, small public high schools and placed 
third.  The team brought home the first ever    
trophy for CORLHS while Trevor Holm, Austin 
Beals and Khoa Nguyen earned individual    
medals. 

Team photo - Back row (L to R): Trevor Holm, Daniel 
Mueller, Reed Lape, Jon Harre, Jared Klein.  Front 
row: Austin Beals, Mitch Gross, Khoa Nguyen. 
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 The 2007-2008 basketball season was an adven-
ture as the Silver Stallions played a full varsity schedule 
for the first time and added a number of junior varsity 
games.  Again coached by Mr. Mike Shaffer, the varsity 
team had their most successful season yet, ending with a 
record of 10-10 and earning their first victory against a 
public school varsity team by defeating Sandoval High 
School.  The JV Silver Stallions finished their season 
with a record of 3-4. 
 This was also the first year that the pep band  
entertained the fans by playing at a number of home 
games.   
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Top Left: CORLHS shows their appreciation to sole senior 
Jared Klein on February 7, by recognizing him before the 
varsity game.  Jared holds the team record for points 
scored.  Mr. Wudtke (with daughter Samantha in tow) 
makes a special presentation to Jared. 
 

Top Center: Jamie Klein brings the ball down the court. 
 

Top Right: Brandon Ramsour plays strong defense. 
 

Team photo - Back row (L to R): Jared Klein, Bo Arvin, 
Danny Finley, Daniel Mueller, Tyler Allison, Brett         
Hanenberger, and Ryan Lape.  Front row: Jamie Klein,   
Brandon Ramsour, Amber Edler, Nate Holm, Mitch Gross, 
and Beth Watkins. 
 

Bottom: Pep band rocks the house with favorites like 
“Louie, Louie”, “Wipeout”, and “James Bond Theme”. 

��������	 The Silver Stallions Baseball team ended their 2008 season with a loss in the IHSA re-
gional competition to Odin High School on May 13.  Coached by Mr. Mike Shaffer and 
assisted by Mr. Dan Allison, this was the second year for the baseball program which 
added players and challenged numerous teams.  The team showed great improvement, as 

this was the first year that the team 
played a varsity schedule.  

Far left: Mitch Gross warms up his 
pitching arm.  One of the highlights 
of the season was Mitch striking out 
13 in the season opener. 
 
Team photo - Back row (L to R): 
Brandon Ramsour, Nathan Sche-
felker, Tyler Allison, Danny Finley, 
Ryan Lape, Jared Klein and Augusto 
Ramirez.  Front row: Jamie Klein, 
Ashley Pratt, Mitch Gross, Brett 
Hanenberger and Lance Szatkowski. 



 Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School students celebrated their first 
prom on April 26, 2008.  “An Evening in Paris” was the theme of the event 
which included a catered dinner, coronation, a professional DJ, and a lot of 
fun.  The prom was held at the Centralia Recreation Complex. 
 Trevor Holm of New Minden and Amber Brink of Sandoval were 
crowned king and queen and kicked off the evening with the traditional first 
dance.  Almost 80% of the CORLHS student body attended the event, many 
bringing guests. 
 Prom is one of two “formal” dances held each year, the other being 
homecoming.  The CORLHS Student Council planned this event and is the 
student group responsible for organizing all of the annual student socials, 
including Spirit Week, Lutheran Schools Week, and other events.     

This was the first season for the Silver Stallions Track & 
Field  program at Christ Our Rock.  The team competed in 
eight meets during the regular season, including meets at 
Nashville HS, Fairfield HS and Central HS in Breese.  
Some of the team members also participated in IHSA sec-
tionals at which freshmen Beth Watkins placed 7th in the 
discus and sophomore Nate Holm placed 4th in the 800 
meter run.  Mr. Curtis Wudtke and Mr. Darren Dinkleman 
coached the team.      
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Team photo - Back row (L to R): Jacob Twenhafel, Ryan Lape, 
Trevor Holm, Tyler Allison, Augusto Ramirez, Nate Holm.  Middle 
row: Laura Pick, Lauren Whipple, Emily Droste, Khoa Nguyen, Beth 
Watkins.  Front row: Danny Finley, Daniel Mueller, Reed Lape. 

 

Far left: Nate Holm and Jacob Twen-
hafel begin the 800m run on a cool day 
in Nashville. 
 

Center: Laura Pick clears the hurdles.   
 

Right: Beth Watkins sticks the landing 
in her long jump at a meet at Mater Dei 
High School in Breese. 
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Above: Seniors Amber Brink and Trevor 
Holm are elected queen and king. 
 

Far left (L to R): Sophomores Carson    
Fuehne, Tyler Allison, and Nathan        
Schefelker bond at the Prom. 
 

Left: Katherine Bolin and Leah Lentini   
celebrate. 
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The fourth annual Sterling Evening 
Dinner and Auction to benefit Christ 
Our Rock was held on March 29, and 
it was a wonderful success!  This was 
the largest Sterling Evening yet in 
numerous ways:  

· 361 people were in attendance,  
· 269 items were on the silent auc-

tion and 53 on the live for a total 
of 322 items, 

· over $30,500 was raised to sup-
port the operation of CORLHS.  

The leadership of CORLHS would 
like to thank everyone who donated 
items, attended the event, volunteered 
to help, and were sponsors for a   
Sterling Evening.  This is a crucial 
fundraising event for CORLHS, and 
for three consecutive years, the       
auction has surpassed the set goal.  
This year’s goal was $30,000 which 
was a $2,000 increase over the 
amount that the 2007 Sterling         
Evening raised. 

 Almost 400 students from CORLHS, Trinity of Centralia, Trinity of 
Hoffman, Trinity of Hoyleton, and Trinity-St. John Lutheran School of Nash-
ville packed the gym bleachers to watch the Fitz Family juggle all kinds of 
things including a rubber chicken and a manikin leg, and participate in other 
activities including spinning plates and unicycling.  The Fitz Family shared 
their Christian message as we celebrated the blessings that we have through 
our Lutheran schools! 
 After the rally, the Fitz Family gave the CORLHS students an opportu-
nity to try the various acts included in their show. 

Left: Julie and Dave Ram-
sour with Wayne Watkins try 
out the porch swing while 
one of the quilts hangs      
behind them.   
 

Center: Katherine Bolin and 
Mrs. Wudtke work the check-
out line. 
 

Right: Helena Quaid and 
others view the silent auction 
items. 
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Left: A gym full of Lutheran students made for a fun rally! 
 

Left center: Augusto Ramirez and Zach Hahn try the     
Chinese yo-yo. 

Above: Father Fitz and Quitz Fitz juggle. 
 

Right: Trina Hermsmeyer and Amber Edler try juggling scarfs. 
 

Right center: Father Fitz shows a move to Mitch Gross. 



 The Exemplum de Christus Award is given to the 
student who best exemplifies Christ throughout the year.  
In an emotional presentation, Principal Curtis Wudtke 
gave this award to Bo Arvin, who in the face of cancer has 
maintained a positive attitude and solid faith in Jesus.  Bo 

wrote in a journal entry 
on March 11 that Mr. 
Wudtke read, “I am a 
living testimony of God 
and how awesome He 
really is. . . Thanks to all 
of you who have been 
praying for me, and for 
people who are just now 
starting to go through 
this - you are not alone.  
It might seem like it at 
times, but Jesus is carry-
ing you through the 
pain.” 

Here is a partial list of the other awards given: 
·  Discipleship Awards (selected 

by their peers, these students dem-
onstrate care for others and God) 
       -  Freshman: Shannon Leathers 
       -  Sophomore: Tyler Allison 
       -  Junior: Lance Szatkowski 
       -  Senior: Trevor Holm 

·  Outstanding Students (selected 
by the faculty, these students have 
demonstrated persistence in aca-
demics, service to others, and a 
Christian attitude) 

  -  Freshman: Emily Droste 
  -  Sophomore: Trina Hermsmeyer 
  -  Junior: Lauren Whipple 
  -  Senior: Katherine Bolin 
·  Valedictorian: Reed Lape 
·  Salutatorian: Amber Brink 
·  Athletes-of-the-Year (athletic ability and overall con-

tribution to the CORLHS athletic program are the criteria): 
Jamie Klein & Beth Watkins 

·  Athletic Honor Awards (athletes who have demon-
strated desire, teamwork and a Christ-centered attitude): 
Nate Holm & Laura Pick 
 Various awards were given to the seniors, includ-
ing the Sunrise Award (sponsored by the Centralia Sunrise 
Rotary Club) given to Amber Brink, and the Eagle Award 
(sponsored by Irvin Funeral Home) given to Trevor Holm.  
The eight seniors were also recognized for the academic 
scholarships that they earned from the colleges to which 
they were accepted.   
  

Annual Awards Night (continued from page 1) 

Bo Arvin receives the Exemplum de 
Christus Award from Mr. Wudtke. 

The outstanding students (L to R):      
Katherine Bolin, Lauren Whipple and   

Emily Droste. 

The Discipleship Award Recipients (L to 
R): Tyler Allison, Trevor Holm, and 

Shannon Leathers. 
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Jon Harre gives blood at the 
CORLHS blood drive on May 5. 

 It was a busy year for 
Student Council.  Not only did 
they plan the dances and other 
socials, but they also spon-
sored a food drive that collected 
over 1000 items, two blood 
drives that collected a total of 
73 pints, a spaghetti dinner 
benefit for Bo Arvin’s family, and a Rock-a-thon that raised over $3,000 to buy 
new computers for Christ Our Rock.  Thanks Student Council for all of your 
hard work! 

Student Council members (L to R) Lauren Whipple, 
Emily Droste, Katherine Bolin, and Jessica Snyder 
deliver the food drive gatherings to the food pantry. 



The CORLHS students took an “all-school” field trip in late April to the St. Louis Science Center and the St. Louis Zoo.  
It was a great way to take a break from a long stretch of school days, have fun, learn a little, and enjoy a beautiful spring 
day.  This is a picture of all of the students at the zoo. 

Visit www.christourrocklhs.org to learn more 
about Christ Our Rock Lutheran High School. 

 

Phone: (618) 226-3315 
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9545 Shattuc Road 
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